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completely accepted by orthodox society, but this did not
make any difference to his conduct. On the other hand, as
has been noticed, he was opposed to senseless acts of defi-
ance merely to demonstrate his freedom from prejudices.
He was prepared to conform to social customs provided he
did not consider them harmful.

The greatest contribution of Romesh Dutt to the building
of a new India was in the field of economic administration.
Though he was a student essentially of history, deeply inter-
ested in literature and philosophy, he turned his attention
early in his career to the economic problems of his country.
Indeed, the first book mat he ever wrote, apart from his
travel account published as TJiree Yews in Europe, was
Bengal Peasantry. The Bengal Peasantry published in
1875, the fourth year of his official career, was remarkable
for the interest it evinced in the peasantry. The book
not only offended the British Administration for the criti-
cism it contained of their revenue administration, but \sas
looked upon with equal disfavour by vested interests among
the Indians. We have noticed how the Calcutta Journal
Hindoo Patriot, for instance, ridiculed his "radicalism" and
his "new fangled ideas". Romesh Dutt's interest in the pea-
sants was, however, sustained throughout his life. Refer-
ence has also been made in the earlier chapters to Romesh
Dutf s role in promoting progressive Tenancy legislation in
Bengal and to his correspondence on this subject with the
then Revenue Secretary of the Provincial Government. Even
in his later official life bis reports complained of the lack
of adequate protection: to the peasants and the tenants in
respect of their homestead lands which drew a grudging re-
ference to this evil from the Government's Administration
Report. After his retirement from service he was free to
express his views more frankly and openly, and it was natu-